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The brave patriot raised another force of his
devoted tribesmen, and continued to harass the
invaders. But at last he became despondent. He
could see no hope. Collecting all the gold he could
get together as tribute, he went to Maldonado and
surrendered. The tribute consisted of ornaments
and vessels. The ruffian had a hammer in his hand,
to smash them flat before weighing. He insisted
on more being brought. Tundama said that
there was no more. Some words followed, and
Maldonado murdered the unarmed chief by a blow
on his head with the hammer. Thus perished the
brave and valiant patriot, the last hope of the
Chibcha nation.

Tundama's heir was his young nephew. The
youth was seized, and tortured to divulge the place
where there was more gold. There was no such
place. He was then stripped naked, loaded with
chains, driven through the street of Duitama, and
then thrown into prison. He committed suicide,
unable to survive such an indignity.

The people were leaderless and crushed. Yet,
in their despair, they still resisted. The inhabi-
tants of Tausa, Suta, and Cucunuba secretly took
their wives and families, with provisions, to the
rock of Tausa. Huge blocks of stone were heaped